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Summary
Hungary regularly reports hate crime data to ODIHR. In 2012, the National Police Headquarters established a special hate

crime network, which is responsible for supervising hate crime investigations. In the same year, a civil society working group

against hate crimes (GYEM) was established with the aim of strengthening co-ordination with police and developing a list of

bias indicators, which were adopted by the network and uploaded onto the police intranet. In 2018, the Ministry of Interior

hosted a workshop on hate crime recording and data collection. The workshop was co-facilitated by ODIHR and the EU

Agency for Fundamental Rights and resulted in a set of recommendations for relevant state authorities.  

Hate crime data collection in Hungary

Support for hate crime victims in Hungary

Hate crime capacity building in Hungary

Hungary's hate crime legislation

ODIHR’s Key Observation
ODIHR recognizes Hungary's efforts to enhance the capacity of police and prosecutors to respond to hate crimes. However,
based on the available information, it observes that Hungary's hate crime recording and statistics do not sufficiently
distinguish hate crimes from other crimes. In addition, ODIHR observes that Hungary would benefit from reviewing the
existing legal framework to ensure that bias motivations can be effectively acknowledged and that appropriate penalties can
be imposed on the perpetrators.

https://hatecrime.osce.org/hungary
https://hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-hungary#dataCollection
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-hungary#victimSupport
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-hungary#capacityBuilding
https://hatecrime.osce.org/hate-crime-legislation-hungary


Official Data
The above records of prosecuted and sentenced cases include offences that fall outside the OSCE definition of hate crime.

Hate crime flags used by prosecutors to mark a hate crime and related bias motivation are only used for cases in which the

offenders are known; therefore, the number of prosecuted cases may not reflect the actual number of prosecuted hate

crimes.

Year Hate crimes recorded by police Prosecuted Sentenced

2024 37 39 8,771



Police data by bias motivation

The breakdown below does not include categories of incidents that fall outside the OSCE definition of hate crime

(such as hate speech). However, three incidents of slander and denial of Nazi crimes, which fall outside the OSCE hate

crime definition, are included as they could not be separated. 

23

Racist and xenophobic hate crime
This category includes hate crimes recorded on the basis of national affiliation, ethnic affiliation, and racial affiliation. This category may include
offences that fall outside the OSCE hate crime definition.

8

Unspecified
This category includes attacks against other societal groups.

4

Other hate crime based on religion or belief

3

Anti-LGBTI hate crime
This category includes two hate crime cases committed with a bias based on sexual orientation and one hate crime committed with a bias based
on gender identity.

2

Disability hate crime



Police data by type of crime

The breakdown below does not include categories of incidents that fall outside the OSCE definition of hate crime

(such as hate speech). However, three incidents of slander and denial of Nazi crimes, which fall outside the OSCE hate

crime definition, are included as they could not be separated. 

40

Other



National Developments
In 2024, all police officers (a total of 20,496) had to complete an online e-learning training course on hate crimes.

A part the implementation of decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, the Roma and Travelers Department of the

Directorate General for Democracy and Human Dignity of the Council of Europe and the National Police Headquarters

provided training on hate crimes, especially those targeting the Roma community, for 25 mentors. A total of 3,933 police

officers received training in other internal police training.

In 2024, the Hungarian Prosecution Training Centre restructured its training of trainees and junior prosecutors. So far, 60

trainee prosecutors have participated in an 1.5-hour lecture on "Hate crimes".

On 14 February 2024, 40 junior prosecutors attended an hour-long lecture on "Options for effective action against hate

crimes, decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, the activities of the Working Group against Hate Crime, the Hate

Crime Protocol of 2019".

A 45-minute lecture on "Hate Crimes" was given on 12 June 2024 to 122 participants at the online training of early-career

prosecutors. The training is mandatory for selected prosecutors appointed for less than three years ago.

The meetings of the 33 deputy chief prosecutors of the capital and the counties in the criminal law section were partly

devoted to more effective action against hate crimes, to the recognition, protection, and respectful treatment of victims, as

well as to methodological issues in supervising and managing investigations. On 7 October 2024, these topics were

discussed in a one-hour lecture.

On 16 October 2024, a mandatory training course for nearly 40 designated investigating prosecutors was held on "Current

legal issues in the investigation of ill-treatment and coercive interrogation in official proceedings in the light of the

decisions of the European Court of Human Rights".

The Working Group Against Hate Crimes met once in 2024.

Notable case:

On 4 January 2024, the Battonya District Prosecutor's Office charged a defendant under Hungary’s hate crime provision (

Section 216 – Violence against a member of a community). The man had approached and behaved aggressively towards a

Roma family, including children, kicking and overturning a rubbish bin and shouting anti-Roma remarks and other offensive

comments. After a female victim called the police, the defendant threatened to get his gun and shoot the Roma family while

continuing his anti-Roma invective.



Incidents reported by civil society
For 2024, ODIHR received reports of hate incidents in Hungary from the following civil society organizations:

European Roma Rights Center (ERRC)

Working Group Against Hate Crimes

To learn more about these organizations, visit the Contributors page.

All incidents submitted by the above organizations have been analysed by ODIHR. Those that are broadly considered to be hate

crimes within the OSCE definition (criminal offence committed with a bias motive) are listed in the tables below according to the

bias motivation category. Some incidents have multiple biases and may be listed in multiple categories. 

ODIHR’s insights

For 2024, ODIHR received reports of nine incidents that took place in Hungary in the following bias motivation categories:
anti-LGBTI, and anti-Roma, and racist and xenophobic hate. Several incidents involved both gender-based and anti-LGBTI

bias motives.

ODIHR observes that several of the reported incidents targeted Roma men with serious violence, including abduction,

beatings, homicide and attempted homicide. ODIHR also noted incidents targeting LGBTI persons, including physical

assaults against gay men and trans women, as well as repeated threats accompanied by homophobic and transphobic

insults.

It should be noted that ODIHR did not receive any reporting on Hungary relating to anti-Christian, anti-Semitic, anti-Muslim,

other religion or belief, or disability hate incidents. This indicates potential gaps in the information reported here.

Please note that incidents reported here are based on voluntary civil society submissions and as such might not reflect the actual

number of incidents or the most targeted communities in Hungary.

To address under-reporting, ODIHR encourages any civil society organizations or groups that monitor hate incidents in

Hungary to report these to ODIHR at hatecrimereport@odihr.pl. 

To export an Excel sheet with summaries of all incidents from Hungary click here and search by year and country.

View civil society incidents for Hungary, 2024

https://hatecrime.osce.org/contributors
mailto:hatecrimereport@odihr.pl
https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents
https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents?country=HU&year=2024

