REPORTING

Information contained in this report was compiled as part of ODIHR’s 2024 Hate Crime Report.

For more information, including on previous years’ reporting, please visit:

For more information about ODIHR’s Hate Crime Report, visit:

2024

Summary

Denmark regularly reports hate crime data to ODIHR. Hate crime statistics are regularly on the Danish National
Police website.

The Ministry of Justice conducts annual victimization surveys to measure unreported hate crimes. The Danish National
Police on hate crime with a number of community stakeholders.

ODIHR’s Key Observation

ODIHR recognizes Denmark'’s efforts to ensure transparency and a uniform practice by the police and prosecution as to the
application of Section 266 b and 81 (6). However, based on the available information, it observes that Denmark has not
reported data on hate crimes recorded by the prosecution to ODIHR. In addition, ODIHR observes that Denmark would
benefit from addressing hate crimes comprehensively, including by introducing a co-ordination mechanism.
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https://hatecrime.osce.org/denmark
https://hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology
https://politi.dk/statistik/hadforbrydelser
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/frr2021_denmark-frr2021_en.pdf
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-denmark#dataCollection
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-denmark#victimSupport
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-denmark#capacityBuilding
https://hatecrime.osce.org/hate-crime-legislation-denmark

Official Data

Police-recorded cases include hate crimes registered with more than one bias motivation. The police recorded 636 hate
crimes (per the OSCE’s hate crime definition) with a total of 708 bias motivations. Police records presented here exclude 181
cases of hate speech and one case of criminal discrimination. The sentencing figure reflects cases in which the hate crime
sentence uplift was applied.

Year Hate crimes recorded by police Prosecuted Sentenced
2024 636 not available 19
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Police data by bias motivation

The Danish National Police’s hate crime data can have multiple motives; thus, some incidents are registered under
more than one bias motivation.

Racist and xenophobic hate crime
This category includes hate crimes based on nationality/ethnicity, race/colour, other racist crimes, including anti-Roma hate crime.
176

Anti-Semitic hate crime

130

Anti-LGBTI hate crime
This category includes hate crimes motivated by sexual orientation (108) and gender identity (including transgender and intersex) (22), which
were reported as separate categories.

Anti-Muslim hate crime

27

Unspecified
This category includes cases with no clear indication of bias motive yet unprovoked and directed against minority groups.

l

1

Other hate crime based on religion or belief
This category includes hate crimes motivated by bias against Buddhism, Hinduism and other religious beliefs.

14

Disability hate crime

13

Anti-Christian hate crime
This category includes attacks on Jehovah's witnesses.



Police data by type of crime

The Danish National Police’s hate crime data can have multiple motives; thus, some incidents are registered under
more than one bias motivation.

431

Other
This category includes offences of arson, attack against places of worship, disturbance of peace, and potential hate incidents without
investigative follow-up.

108

Physical assault
This category includes offences of physical assault, violence against law enforcement and other public authorities, violence against witnesses,
and attempted homicide.

Vandalism
This category includes offences of desecration of graves and damage to property
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Threats/ threatening behaviour

12
Theft/ robbery

Harassment
This category includes offences of stalking and harassment of public authorities

Sexual assault



National Developments

The Danish National Police engage in regular dialogue on hate crimes with a number of relevant civil society groups,
including the Muslim Council, the Jewish Community in Denmark, LGBT+ Denmark, and Disabled Peoples’ Organisations
Denmark. The dialogue between police and civil society was initiated to establish closer and ongoing co-operation with civil
society and to gather input on future efforts of the police in this area. The dialogue also aims to encourage victims to report
hate crimes to the police and identify any difficulties or barriers they face when doing so. The Danish National Police also
maintains a close dialogue with the Jewish Community’s “Department for Mapping and Registering Anti-Semitic Incidents”
(AKVAH) following the 7 October 2023 Hamas terror attack on Israel. The dialogue contributes to the efforts of establishing
a national overview of anti-Semitic hate crimes and incidents in Denmark. In 2024, the Danish National Police also reached
out to the community of people from Greenland in Denmark and ActionAid Denmark.

The Director of Public Prosecutions has developed guidelines for the Danish police and prosecutors concerning the handling
of hate crime cases, including relevant case law on the characterization of these offences. The guidelines intend to ensure
transparency and a uniform practice by the police and prosecution as to the application of Section 266 b and 81 (6).

The Danish Prosecution Service has a strong focus on the prosecution of hate crimes. The Director of Public Prosecutions
has produced an overview of judgments in which the court has increased the sentence according to section 81, para. 6 of
the Criminal Code. The overview was published on the Public Prosecutions Service’s website in February 2024 and is
regularly updated with new cases where the court has identified a motive of hatred. Prosecutors and defense attorneys can
use the overview for case preparation. The intention of the initiative is, inter alia, to improve the prosecution service’s
handling of hate crime cases.

In 2024, the Danish government and all parties in the Danish Parliament agreed on 12 new initiatives to combat anti-
Semitism and hate crimes in general. These include mapping anti-Semitism on social media, enhanced monitoring of anti-
Semitism on tech platforms, developing educational materials, and establishing a 'National Coordinator for Combating
Antisemitism within the Danish National Police’, as well as co-ordinators in the Copenhagen Police District. The initiatives
also included new legislation allowing courts to increase punishments for hate crimes for a limited time period nationwide
or in designated areas. The legislation was implemented in March 2025.
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Incidents reported by civil society

For 2024, ODIHR received reports of hate incidents in Denmark from the following civil society organizations:

o European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses
e The Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians in Europe (OIDAC)
e International Institute for Religious Freedom (IIRF)

To learn more about these organizations, visit the page.

All incidents submitted by the above organizations have been analysed by ODIHR. Those that are broadly considered to be hate
crimes within the OSCE definition (criminal offence committed with a bias motive) are listed in the tables below according to the
bias motivation category. Some incidents involved multiple biases and may be listed in multiple categories.

ODIHR’s insights

For 2024, ODIHR received reports of 13 incidents that took place in Denmark in the following bias motivation categories:
anti-Christian, and both racist and xenophobic and anti-Muslim.

ODIHR observes that a low number of incidents were reported in Denmark. Almost all anti-Christian incidents reported
targeted the Jehovah’s Witness community, most often in physical attacks, threats or harassment while they were engaging
in religious activities.

It should be noted that ODIHR did not receive any reporting on Denmark relating to anti-Roma, anti-Semitic, anti-Muslim,
anti-LGBTI, gender-based or disability hate incidents. This indicates potential gaps in the information reported here.

Please note that incidents reported here are based on voluntary civil society submissions and as such might not reflect the actual
number of incidents or the most targeted communities in Denmark.

To address under-reporting, ODIHR encourages any civil society organizations or groups that monitor hate incidents in
Denmark to report these to ODIHR at

To export an Excel sheet with summaries of all incidents from Denmark click and search by year and country.
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https://hatecrime.osce.org/contributors
mailto:hatecrimereport@odihr.pl
https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents
https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents?country=DK&year=2024

